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are divided, I have endeavoured to suppress within
me for a time the favourable sympathies or the adverse
emotions with which each of them inspires me. If
those who read this book can find a single sentence
intended to flatter any of the great parties which
have agitated my country, or any of those petty
factions which now harass and weaken it, let such
readers raise their voices to accuse me.

The subject I have sought to embrace is immense,
for it includes the greater part of the feelings and
opinions to which the new state of society has given
birth. Such a subject is doubtless above my strength,
and in treating it I have not succeeded in satisfying
myself. But, if I have not been able to reach the
goal which I had in view, my readers will at least
do me the justice to acknowledge that I have con-
ceived and followed up my undertaking in a spirit
not unworthy of success.

A.   DE   T.

March 1840
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